
HISTORY DAY “Intent to Participate” Letter 

 

*** The paper is due NO LATER THAN _______________________________*** 

 

We are asking you to write a 1-2 page introductory letter (Size 12, Times New Roman font, 

1½ -spaced, 1” margins) for two reasons. First, since you will be excused from certain 

assignments during the development of your History Day project, we want you to show us 

that you have a serious interest in participating in History Day.  Second, we want you to begin to narrow your 

general idea into a more specific topic with a strong connection to this year's theme.  Each participant must 

prepare a unique paper, even if he/she plans to work on a group project.  Your intent to participate paper 

should include the following points.  Respond to each point in a well-developed paragraph.   

 

1 - Briefly explain the topic you are interested in studying (it will probably change a bit as you research it).   

- Summarize important information in a detailed paragraph.     

- Why did you choose this topic?   
 

2.  List the source(s) you used to get some basic / background information on your topic.   

- This will be the beginning of your research.  You should start with some secondary source(s) like an 

encyclopedia or some „overview” that will give you some historical context.   
 

3. Explain how you will connect this topic to the theme of “Leadership and Legacy”.   (We can help.)  
 

4. Will you work alone or in a group?  Why?   

- If you are working in a group, with whom will you be working?    

- Why would these people be good to work with?  Explain.  
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